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PATHFINDER

For those in a hurry to enjoy the exciting experience of Bible Bowl, we have
prepared this summary of the manual. (For in depth details reading the
manual is advisable.)
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[The Conference Pathfinder Council may vote to allow 2™ place teams in the Area Bible Bowls
to progress to the Conference level Bible Bowls. This is only from Area to Conference Bible
Bowls. Only 1% place teams advance to the union level.] (Area Bible Bowl to the Conference Bible
Bowl... Conference Bible Bowl to the Union Bible Bowl)

For the Invitational Bible Bowl, which follows the Union Bible Bowl,

all 1* place Union Bible Bowl and/or 1% place Conference Bible Bowl winners are
eligible to attend the Invitational across the North America Division are invited.
The Invitational Bible Bowl is hosted by the Rocky Mountain Conference.
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Answer: The Area Bible Bowls within a local conference occur
after the 1% of the calendar year, followed by the Conference Bible
Bowl and then by the Union Bible Bowl.
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experience to turn them into complaining negative adults.
reasons why we host Bible Bowl.

This is not a Little League Baseball game in which people leave damaged:
Bible Bowl is modeled after the Biblical example of Jewish youth learning the
Scriptures from childhood and then going to the Synagogue to be affirmed by
the recitation.
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participate? =
Answer: Team members and alterria
Pathfinder Club member.

3. Question: Where do we get the questions?
Answer: The local club can often find individuals in the
congregation who are willing to write five questions on / \
an assigned chapter. It is up to the local club to prepare j
their own practice questions. The competition questions f
are a team effort from clubs all over the union. The '
questions are processed and sent by the union Pathfinder L, ' !L:J,
Director to the Conference Pathfinder -
and/or Youth Director to be used in the

Area and Conference and Union Bible Bowl events. They will be sent
in Power Point format.

1 4. Question: How do we help the Pathfinders prepare?

Answer: This year, 2007/2008 the books of John are narrated on
the union conference web site and can be downloaded

onto a computer and utilized on a MP3 play for easy

listening.

Beyond this, the Pathfinders can get together and record their own
recording of the Scriptures by reading aloud to each other while
recording.

All the Pathfinders are encouraged to study the material, but

some clubs divide it up amongst the team members. This has its
good and bad points to it. It puts a lot of pressure on one child.
Encourage the Pathfinders read the Scriptures for private and family
worship.

Have Sabbath School drill downs on a weekly basis by playing
games during Sabbath School utilizing the Scriptures for the Bible



Bowl.

On 13 Sabbath have a drill down for the whole congregation!
Keep it creative and fun. The less like school we make it... the more
many Pathfinders will like it!

5. Question: Do I need to let anyone know that we are planning on participating
in Bible Bowl this year?
Swer._Yes, let your Pathfinder Area Coordinator know. Let your local
feiiRiRknow about Bible Bowl and get them excited! If you do not
Area Coordinator let your Conference Youth




The Pathfinder Bowl is an annual challenge event in which
Pathfinders strive team-wise to demonstrate superior Bible
knowledge. The event is confined each year to a specific portion of

u... a Bible book), which is chosen well in advance.
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The 1st team place teams at each bowl progresses to the next level
COORDINATOR for each bow! will organize and conduct the contest. First,
Youth Directors who sponsor the bowls must do some preliminary work.

This manual may be found on-line by following these directions through the Mid-America Union

AN . web site:
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Click on Departments,

Click on Youth Ministry,

Click on Pathfinders,

Click on Bible Bowl

Click on Information on Bible Bowl
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sponsor the area, conference, and

B~ F union level bowls.
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a. Check with the BIBLE BOWL COORDINATORS from the preceding year; \
each area-level bowl is generally held in the church as assigned by the conference.

b. Decide which kind of Bible Bowl Process you will use. Some areas us an
overhead projector, some use Powerpoint and others use the Classroom
Performance System.

d=, > 7 7/ #H %
(@) The judges need to be sequestered at 2:00 p.m. The bowl begins at 3:00
p.m. This time is used to review and re-work questions if need be. At
2:00 p.m. each team shall assign a staff member to attend an orientation
meeting.
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A projector, projector stand, projector screen, extension cord

Official’s Table with chairs

Chairs in a circle for each team, runner

P.A. needed with a microphone for the Quiz Master and the Time Keeper
Cards and markers for each team or transparencies with markers

Color code the card stock or transparencies of each club with a colored dot
or insignia of some kind.
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(@) If you are utilizing the CPS Equipment the process is different due to the
unique features of automation. The judges do not need to be sequestered at
2:00 p.m. The Bible Bowl can start as early as the equipment can be set up

oo



and the clubs arrive.
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A Classroom Performance System

A Computer with the questions preloaded in the software
Extra batteries for the remote controls

A video projector for the computer

A Projection Screen

1 long extension cord and a power strip

P.A. System for the Quiz Master

able for the Officials and correspondence chairs

.........

If you want audience participation INviteeaen e IrCTrepes

forward and check out a remote control so that Tf an ;.,..#_%

A half hour before starting, have prayer with your officials and verify that
everything is ready.

The questions have all been edited.

We need one monitor for each two Bible Bowl teams. These individuals will
receive challenges of questions from teams and in the case of equipment
malfunction they will write down the answers given by the teams until a remedy
can be found. The monitors are the conduit of communication for the teams with
the Bible Bowl Officials.

?

1. The announcement should go to each of your BIBLE BOWL COORDINATORS
and to local Pathfinder Directors.

2. The announcement should include:

a. The portion of Scripture to be studied.
b. The date, time, and location for each area-level bowl.

c. The date, time, and location for each conference-, union-,
and invitational level
bowls.
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Clubs are invited to join in the Bible Bowl process by helping to compose questions.
These club generated questions should be e-mailed to the union youth department office
by October 31. (call 402 484 3009 for the latest e-mail address). The youth departments




should review them and send them to the Union Youth Department seven days latter.
The Union Youth Department sends them to the Rocky Mountain Conference Question
Writers. By Thanksgiving the QUESTION WRITERS will send the questions to the
Union Youth Department.

In late December the union youth department will send the conference youth
departments files of 120+ questions for the area and the conference Bible Bowls.

The questionsare 9 (& & @

&; he BIBLE BOWL COORDINATORS, get the names and addresses of the
O RS._Send each one a copgl of the appropriate questions. The QUIZ
JAS week of January.
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# All questions asked in the Bible Bowl are based on the Official
Pathfinder New King James Version of the Bible. The ideal is if

alPatifinder Bible Bowl team members learn the entire portion of

LS

As soon as the -~-.~__
the next Bible Bowl year, the PathfinderDirector
should appoint someone to be in charge of tears

preparation.

1. The bulk of team preparation for most clubs is
learning the answers to questions.
It is best to make at least one question for each fact contained in the book under
study. Most verses will yield two or three questions.

a. Make sure the question contains enough of the context to be unambiguous.
This is particularly important if more than one person is involved in coaching
the team.

b. Include a few abstract questions. While the questions at the bowl will require
very straightforward answers, more abstract questions during preparation will
help to broaden the team’s understanding of the material.

c. Be sure each question cites a reference. Excellence in Bible scholarship demands
not only familiarity with the Biblical data but also the ability to find it.

2. For the first few weeks as many Pathfinders as possible should be involved in the
study. Play games, have contests, keep it fun. Build interest by being interesting.
Above all, keep a spiritual focus.

3. As the year progresses, the preparation should focus more on the team itself.

Some team members may read broadly, others may specialize, becoming experts
on just a few chapters.
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07 % At some point the decision needs to be
rade about who will make the team. The following basic requirements apply:

. (6) Pathfinders plus one alternate (could be
heamsJn avebe joiRi more smaller Clubs \

Teamme A
club(s) they rep o
member.

Beyond the requirements listed above, each club is free to set its own guidelines
regarding the selection of team members.

& Each Team should choose two officers to serve at the bowl itself.

1. # # ; makes the final decision about what the
team’s answers will be at the bowl. This is usually the one
who has the best grasp of the material.

2. ( - & operates the answer pad, posting the team’s answers or operating
the remote control.

12



+& 9O/+ 99: ;# 9: isthe central organizer.
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BOWL C equ\\ o
Director sponsoring therr 4 ol
conferences, or unions will be represented at e

. Sometime before January find volunteers to fill the following positions:

a. 4# +# ; This may be the pastor of the church where
the bowl takes place,
or it may be any spiritually minded adult who relates well to
Pathfinder-age youth. Responsibilities are discharged at the
bowl itself, but ample time should be allowed for
preparation.

b. 2, B6#( &: This should be someone who is not
affiliated with any
TEAM. He should be both able to read well aloud and willing to become very
familiar with the book being studied. The duties of QUIZ MASTER begin in
[mid-January]? And are ended when the bowl is over.

c. & 4;9+97? (. Thisshould be someone trained to operate the system.

. As soon as each position is filled, send the volunteer a copy of this manual with a
note directing them to the pages describing their duties.

. Send a letter to each of your volunteer helpers three weeks before the bowl to
confirm their commitment and to remind them of the location and time of the bowl.

. Contact the Pathfinder Director of the club that will host the bowl to see what
equipment is available there. Find the rest somewhere else. You will need an
overhead projector (make sure an extra bulb is available), extension cords,
projection screen, laptop computer with Windows XP, tables, chairs (five more than
seven times the number of TEAMS), and three microphones (one for the TIME
KEEPER, on for the QUIZMASTER, and one with plenty of cord for the JUDGES).
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7. Arrange for a photographer, song leader, and any flowers, special music, etc. that
might be desired. Also bring a tape or two for background music as people arrive
and at intermission.

8. Have enough programs printed for audience and
participants.
9. Review Bowl Procedure the day before the bowl.

M damekthe bowl.

~Wigglala) .!-.

55,48

. The auditorium: Figure 1 gives one example of how therasditorium mig ":~:~.%~~
up. Many variations are possible, but the following mighte helpful.

1) Cordon off the first few pews for the contestants during the
devotional.

: 2) During the questioning, the projection screen and
=~ the QUIZ MASTER
should be clearly visible to both the audience and the TEAMS.

3) During the questioning, the TEAMS should be placed as far apart as
practical with the chairs for each TEAM arranged in a circle between the
audience and the QUIZ MASTER.

4) The projector should be focused, the microphones tested, and all equipment
and supplies ready by 2:00 p.m.

2. Ask the Pathfinder Director of the host club to have
someone distribute the programs.

3. Ensure compliance with Bowl Procedure.

4. Render a decision on any question that may come up regarding a procedure not
covered in this manual.

After the bowl.

1. Have the plates on the trophies appropriately engraved and affixed.
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2. Arrange for a short article with photographs about the bowl.

4# +# 3 is not concerned with any of the mechanics of the Bible Bowl. Their

vy . 2, one task is to ensure a spiritual focus.
m,, H

# Give a devotional talk (6-7 minutes total) and prayer for
the contestants, staff, and guests.

. 1. Lift the minds of those present to the ultimate purpose of the
earness to Jesus.
siants to win humbly or to lose gracefully. Everyone is a winner.
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# Before the bowt:
1. Thoroughly study Bowl Procedure.

2. By 2" week of January you should receive from your
Youth Director a packet of 160+ questions to be used in
your bowl. These questionsare 9 (& :& 0

a. Study the questions thoroughly. Learn each answer.
Read the material found in
each reference. Be familiar enough with each
question and with the material in each reference to
know immediately what answers would or would not be
acceptable.

During the bow! observe Bowl Procedure.

C & 4;9+97? ( and his assistant load the answer cards onto the projector and file
them when the SCORE KEEPER has recorded the scores.

- !

# Know the system.
Ensure proper operation.
Be available problem solvers.

Operate the system.

C 2,&( 9; /> &: formulates the questions to be asked at the bowl.
The work of the QUESTION WRITERis 9 (& & (0 # A D
%% 5 7
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In formulating the questions, the following guidelines should be observed. The
union Question Writer will be voted by the Union Youth Advisory.

Pathfinder Clubs from throughout the Mid-America Union are invited to submit their
question in EXCEL to the Mid-America Union youth department by October 15. The
questions will then be sent to the Question Writer to be considered for the Regional,
Conference, Union and Invitational Bible Bowls. The Question Writer may need to edit or
rewrite the questions submitted. The Question Writer may need to create some of their
uestions to augment the number of questions and have the correct number.

. The Questlon Writer will compose 120+ questions for each,
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: them to the Questlon er ation, “Fhed
youth department will work with the Question Writer to get thegue tlons typede ~%
CCS software for presentation. The questions will be sent to the local conferences in
Power Point format so the questions can be utilized in whatever format Area and
Conference competitions need.

The questions must be based on the New King James Bible.
Sometimes other editions of the NKJV has been updated and is
worded differently.

6ake sure each question and answer is clear, concise, and in age

- 3 - H
, ﬁ il appropriate language.

N K]V Question types are limited to multiple choice and true/false with no more
et than 50% True and False questions in the question bank before they are
PR scrambled. This means that some competitions may have more or less in

— —

the multiple choice/true and false questions depending on the random
scrambling of questions. However, throughout the Bible Bowl year the total number of
questions will be basically balanced. (&; 2,&( 9; 4# #:& BDE 4

%

& Each question must cite a reference. Try to have approximately the same number of
questions from each [book] proportionately .

) Make sure the reference cited contains the answer given.

) The questions should be typed and double-spaced.
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CHAPLAIN’S devotional re

printed in the program and reads each one aloud.

The BIBLE BOWL COORDINATOR turns the program over to the QUIZ MASTER,
and the questioning begins. (During the questions, the staff should talk as little as

possible.)

2 7 No coaching of any kind is allowed B
from the audience. If this occurs, the question may be A
void.

# : 9 Round one will end after 35 minutes.
1. The QUIZ MASTER reads each question once, r =

including giving the reference.
Each question is worth one point.

2. The TIME starts as the QUIZ MASTER
prepares to read the question.

3. The TEAMS respond.
a. Each TEAM quietly discusses the question

b. The CAPTAIN makes the final decision about the
answer.

c. The SCRIBE records the answer by pushing the appropriate letter
on pad.

17



4. Leave the projector on at all times except at intermission.

% When the time is up for round one at 35 minutes,
if a question is in progress, that question should be finished.
Intermission will last 10-15 minutes.

proceeds the same as round one. Round two will end at the end of 35 minutes.

I. All participants may purchase a BIDT®
of success for each Bible bowl

A. Each participant will receive either a blue, red or white bar indicating the teams_position
that year; one bar for area, one bar for conference and one bar for union events.

B. There will be a team plaque for the union Bible Bowl that will have room for several years
of brass plates that can hang in the Sabbath School room or Pathfinder room at church.
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All Pathfinder Bible Bowl study is based on the 9 4 ——
of the Bible. Scripture portions in the following suggested curriculum were-ehasen o
of length and type of content and theme. Any selection from this list should be suitabte-with the
following exception: no selection should be used twice in any 10 year period since Pathfinder
ages cover a seven-year range.

We expect that adults will use Bible maps and outside information to help the Pathfinders see
and understand the areas of the world that the books refer to. You will notice that we may
include introductory material for these books on the web site. The Pathfinders will be
quizzed over the introductory materials . 0 = 5%

0 5. The symbolic key will include Bible texts that define the symbols In order for the youth to
understand the book, they must understand the symbols. The Pathfinders can expect to be asked
questions like: “What does water represent in the book of Revelation, Revelation 19:6?”

% 0
"EE-8E +% ? ? LA™ A$
"EE 8EG ? % - &k % A&
"EEGSIE 4 5 : ? Ha b4 A
“EIESII 4 5 : <D5% 05
"ELIBIY # ( # 414 Lt % 5 %
"EIU8I$ - 7 5) S % A7 h& A
A
EIS8! ) A4 1+ 11 A
I
"EL g1 7 ? h&.
“El g1 ( + 6 16 0
"El 81- & 7 + 04 A AL A" bo%

19



20



